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From the Principal’s Desk               

 
NAIDOC Celebrations 
I would like to extend a warm thank you to Uncle Greg Simms for opening our NAIDOC 
week celebrations with a traditional smoking ceremony. We appreciate your support of 
our school. Thank you to the team that lead Aboriginal Education in our school, without 
your goodwill, enthusiasm, dedication and passion events like these don’t happen. A 
special thank you to Mrs Beerens for leading the team and for working so tireslessly to 
ensure the very best opportunities are provided for our students and families.  
Last week 55 students attended NAIDOC cup where our K-2 students participated in 

activities and the students in grades 3-6 played in the Netball and Oz Tag competition. Thank you to the 
coaches and staff that supported this event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stage 3 Projects 
This term stage three have been learning about bushfires and have been able to design houses that take 
into consideration aspects of bush fire safety. I have been absolutely overwhelmed by the knowledge and 
expertise of the students who have shared their projects, their attention to detail and the ability to explain 
their fire safety features is a credit to their teachers.  
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Happy and Safe Holidays 
I would like to wish our staff, students and families a safe and happy holiday. During the school holidays the 
school will convert into a mini workzone, we have concreting works being done in area 3 replacing the old 
ashpalt. We are creating another car park zone near the front of the school to cope with the increasing staff 
cars. The student toilets are having a facelift in the way of repainting. The school is also being treated for its 
annual pest inspection. We look forward to seeing you all in term three, the students return to school 
Tuesday 18th July we will have a morning muster on that first day back. 

 

 
Working together in partnership for Quality Education 

Kim Smith Principal 
 
 
WHATS BEEN HAPPENING IN THE PRE SCHOOL? 
 
The Explorers and Discoverers in the Preschool have been looking at faces. 
In the art area some mirrors where placed and children had the opportunity to create their own self portrait. 
Some children took the experience quiet seriously. They would go to the mirror look at their face – paint 
what they saw and then would return to the mirror look and then  add to their self-portrait. 
The children paid attention to detail including eye brows, eyelashes even earrings. From this experience 
children have shown how they can create representational drawings. They can engage in meaningful 
conversations and also start to have an appreciation of the work they have created. Just look at our wall of 
faces. 
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Stage 3 Fundraiser  
On Friday, 16th June, Stage Three held a Spider Drink day at Lunch. It was a raging success that 
was primarily run by our Stage Three students who kindly donated their time and efforts to produce 
delicious treats for the students. With a line that took up most of Area One, we were able to raise 
$410.00, with all of the money going towards the Year Six Farewell. Thank you to all of you who  
purchased a spider and helped our Year Six students. 
A special thank you to all of the Stage Three parents and caregivers who donated soft drinks, 
cups, straws and spoons. Without such a supportive school community, things like this cannot 
happen. 
Thank you, Mr Betcher and Stage Three. 
 

             
 
 
Kindergarten Students Are Famous.  
On Tuesday 6th June, a film crew from the Opera House 
travelled to Oxley Park Public School to film the 
Kindergarten students interacting with the connected 
classroom. A connected classroom allows schools to dial 
into a given number and make visual contact with a 
school or another service. The video link appears in the 
TV located in either the Library or KA’s room. In this 
case, kindergarten students were interacting with a 
connected classroom coming from the Opera House, 
along with another four schools located within NSW. The 
purpose of the connected classroom was to look at 
writing and how we can create ideas to support our 
writing. 
 
I would like to thank the parents and students in their understanding and support during the fast 
turnaround. I would also like to thank Mrs Alba, Miss Herbert and Mrs Terzi for their understanding 
and disruption to their day. The biggest thank you goes to the Kindergarten students, who 
represented Oxley Park Public School in the best way possible, by following our three school rules. 
 
When the film has been edited, it will be shown to schools and educational facilities to enhance 
and promote the use of connected classrooms with the Opera House, to create a better 
understanding of the benefits of connected classrooms for students. 
 
 
Premier’s Debating Challenge Round 3 
On Monday 19th June the debating team travelled to Parklea 
Public School to argue ‘That all parents should buy a pet for 
their child’. Our debating team fought a good fight but sadly 
we were beaten by a point. Congratulations on all of your 
improved ability to rebut the opposing team. Congratulations 
on your effort and debate, Caitlin, Abeer, Tea and Ashleigh. 
Our last debate will be held at Oxley Park Public school in 
term 3. 
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Oxley Park is Turning 60 Help us celebrate Education Week in 
term 3 week 3 

 
The Education Week committee would like to invite ex-students to discuss and share what they are 
doing with their lives now that they have left the education system. If you know someone or you are 
an ex-student and would like to share what you are doing, please leave your name and contact 
number with the front office.  
 
We are looking for ex-students that graduated in most of the decades of the school and are 
available on Wednesday 2nd August, 2017 between 9:45-10:45am. 
More information on Education Day at Oxley Park Public School is to follow shortly.  
 
Please keep 9:30-11am free to share the celebrations at the school. There will be a range of 
student performances in the morning session. 
 
Our hugely successful Book Fair will open at the conclusion of the concert on 2nd August 2017 and 
remain open all day to accommodate families visiting our school. 

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER AS A PARENT HELPER AT OUR SCHOOL? 
 
Term 3 PaTCH Training for parents and carers 
 
Parents as Teachers and Classroom Helpers PaTCH is a 10 week program to train and accredit 
volunteers to support children in developing literacy and numeracy in classrooms. PaTCH provides 
parents and community volunteers with the skills to work in supporting the teaching of reading, 
writing and early number. 
 
Instructional Leaders work with participants to: 

 Develop their understanding of how children learn. 

 Consider how children learn to talk, read and write. 

 Explore the importance of speaking and listening to develop literacy and numeracy. 

 Gain skill in assisting children by listening to children and talking with them about books 

being read and stories being written. 

 Understand the need for children to be able to express quantity with words and numeric 

symbols in day-to-day experiences. 

PaTCH training for parents and carers will begin in Term 3 with an information afternoon tea on 
Thursday, 27 July from 2-3pm.  
If you are interested in attending the information session, please contact our Instructional Leaders - Mrs 
Myers or Ms Kisbee by telephoning the school on 9623 1375 or alternatively leave a message at the 
office.     

   

The NSW Premier’s Spelling Bee 2017 

 

The NSW Premier’s Spellng Bee competition is now up and running. Students in  Stages 2 and 3 
will be taking part in class Spelling Bee activities with their class teacher to select two finalists who 
will repersent their class in their Stage Spelling Bee on Wednesday 9th August. Stage winners will 
go on to represent our school at the regional level. Good Luck, keep practising and happy spelling. 
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NAIDOC   2017 
 
                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 8 

 
Uluru and Surrounds 
By Nawal in 3/4R 
Uluru is a large piece of excitement with lovely sights. Uluru has lots of different names like the 
heart of Australia and the red centre, and some people like me call it the belly button of Australia. 
 
There are so many things to do in Uluru. You can take the camel train where you can ride the 
stinky camel. Another way to travel to Uluru is in a helicopter or in a small aeroplane. As soon as 
you look out the window, it looks outstanding. It is fun walking around Uluru but it will take you 
three hours. But you don’t have to worry. Tourist guides will be guiding and telling legends or 
stories about Uluru. 
 
Climbing Uluru is not allowed as it is disrespectful to the Aboriginals. But there is one area to climb 
–the great Kings Canyon. Kings Canyon is the perfect place to climb. You can see lovely natural 
things on the way up or down. 
 
I hope you know you should pack your bag and catch a plane to Uluru! 
 
 
ULURU AND SURROUNDS 
BY CHANTELLE IN 3/4G 
Uluru is a wondrous place. There are millions of things to do here that you wouldn’t even know. But 
don’t get too excited! If you take some of the rock, you may be haunted. 
 
At night look at the rock change colour. Then take a bus to a fantastic dinner but that’s not the best 
of the good night yet! You also have a tour around space. Plus hear stories of the stars. 
 
If you want a swim don’t throw your idea in the bin. Go to Kata Tjuta and have a swim in a clear 
water hole. If you like driving, drive to Mount Connor, where it looks like flat table with one mega 
leg. 
 
ULURU AND SURROUNDS 
BY HYAM IN 3/4G 
Uluru is a great place to go for a nice rest. You will love this beautiful sacred place. Uluru is the 
heart of Australia.  
 
Uluru has a beautiful dining option under the stars. Enjoy the fine food and exquisite wines of 
Australia as this 5-star food and wine is not only yummy but relaxing.  
 
Uluru also offers a helicopter ride over the rock. This is a beautiful experience but if you get travel 
sickness this is not the best option. The ride is a four and half star rating so save that money! If you 
get travel sick don’t get disappointed. You can get a cool and magnificent camel ride. This exciting 
experience gets your fingertips tingling. 
 
ULURU AND SURROUNDS 
BY MUSTAFA IN 3/4G 
Thinking of going to Uluru, try going to Kings Canyon. Warning: do not take the sand or the rocks 
or you will be cursed. Go stargazing and look at the wonderful stars. 
 
If you are fit climb it, but Aboriginal people don’t want you to because it is scared and dangerous. 
 
You can go for a swim in King’s canyon and go for a camel ride across the scorching desert sands. 
You can fly to Alice Springs and then dive to Uluru. 
 
Have dinner under the mysterious and wonderful stars. Fly over Uluru and enjoy the wondrous 
view above the wonderful rock. It is 3 hours to walk around the rock. It is 10km around this gigantic 
rock. 
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THETREEHOUSE 
BY SHARLESE IN 1/2F 
 
Amy made the plan for the treehouse and Henry had to add the swirly bits on the treehouse. 
 
On the outside, there is a windmill and a teapot. It is hanging down. 
 
On the roof, there was a shiny gold medal. Also, there is a tyre that can move in the wind. The 
window had a stick that holds up the window. 
 
The walls have nails to keep it all together. They also have wood on the treehouse and windows. 
 
I think the treehouse looks cool and silly just like Amy and Henry. 
 

 
STAGE 3 HAVE BEEN LOOKING AT BUSHFIRES THIS TERM! 
 
Mrs Paton presented her own experiences with the Springwood Bushfires from 2013. Students 
could choose whether they wanted to do an entertaining, persuading or informing text after the 
presentation. Thank you, Mrs Paton, for sharing a snapshot of that time in your life! 
 
THE MOST FRIGHTENING DAY! 
BY KYAN IN 5/6L 
So far this is the most frightening days of my life. It was just a normal day at work when suddenly I 
got a call from my husband, Steve. Little did I know this call would change my life completely. 
 
As I was driving towards the Blue Mountains, I could see the lights from the police, firemen and 
ambulance. I started to get worried so I called my husband. The phone buzzed for a minute or two 
but no answer. 
 
The traffic was so bad that I had to park my car and run. Eve my feet thought that this was a bad 
idea. As I got closer and closer to my house, I came to a stop when I saw the police blocking the 
road. I tried to run past the blockage but I was stopped by a kind policeman who soon let me past. 
 
As I approached my house I saw the damage done to the other houses and only thought the worst. 
My house was in the distance. As I saw it, I sighed with relief. I was so happy that my house was 
not destroyed. But I was not fully relaxed. Steve!  
 
I got closer to my house and let out another sigh of relief, when I finally noticed the spout of water 
from the hose watering the grass. “Steve is okay,” I thought to myself. “Everything is going to be 
fine.” I jumped over the fence into the back yard. 
 
I grabbed a hose and instantly turned it on. I ran toward the fire with the hose in my left hand and 
my phone in my other hand. I tried to call the school but my phone was out of battery! As I ran, I 
was suddenly pulled back. The hose wasn’t long enough! The fire was getting closer and I needed 
to take action. 
 
With my husband at my side, I began to put out the spot fires.  
 
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 
BY SHAYLA IN 5/6M 
On October 17th, 2013 a fire broke out in Springwood and Winmalee. The fire started by a fallen 
tree that had landed on a telegraph pole. The wind had caused the tree to fall on and then the 
telegraph pole sparked. After that the wind had pushed the fire into the bush and caused a huge 
blaze. 
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There were road blockages in the area for many kilometres. Parents and home owners were 
running down the street to save their homes and pets from the blaze that could rush to their 
houses any minute. 
 
There were lots of traffic jams and people could not wait to get to their homes. Cars were getting 
stopped and people were running. 
 
One resident, Mrs Paton had told us, “It is such a coincidence that afire is actually here. I would 
never experience a fire this bad that it has spread to my house!” 
 
One police officer, Constable John Grayam had let a resident to her house and past the road 
blockages that police has set up. 
 
HOW TO BUSHFIRE PROOF YOUR HOME 
BY ELYSE IN 5/6Z 
If you live in the Blue Mountains and you need help to bushfire proof your home, this is what you 
need to do. 
 
Firstly, you need to keep grass down because you don’t want it to catch fire. My second suggestion 
is to cut down some of your trees because your branches could catch on fire. It will fall on your 
home and you’ll be in big trouble. 
 
If you have a short hose you need to go to a shop like Bunnings. They have very long hoses. You 
have to get a long hose because you don’t want your house to burn down. You don’t want to stand 
there with a bucket and keep going back and forwards. 
 
Thirdly, you need to have charged phone because if you don’t have a charged phone you can’t call 
for help. Your house has to be made of bricks because bricks burn slowly. So if you see a house 
burning slowly you will have enough time  to get a hose to help to put it out. 
 

Environmental News 
Our school continues to excel in environmental education. This term students in K – 2 created our 
Harmony Garden. Students learned all about the life cycle of plants and were taught practical skills 
in maintaining a worm farm and growing vegetables. This program will continue with the valuable 
support from Penrith Lakes EEC into term 3. 
Stage 3 have been working hard engaging in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics). They have been propagating seeds and planning to build garden beds with a green 
house. Their produce will be given to the most needy in our local community, well done stage 3! 
Our bush tucker garden is looking deadly now thanks to Mrs Beerens and the work of the 
environmental team. She has been working hard to lacquer ochre hand prints on the talking poles 
and finish landscaping the garden. The garden behind her office is also in the process of getting a 
makeover as well. 
Next term we will sign up for the Eco Schools program, focussing on reducing our litter and all the 
plastic we bring to school with our lunch and recess. Thank you to all the students and staff who 
have worked so hard to promote environmental and sustainability education in our school this term. 
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Contact:  

Na’ama Atzmon-Simon  

0413-694-030 

Locations in Emu Plains. 

 

naama@reach4stars.com.au 

www.reach4stars.com.au 

 

Do you have a child interested in ART? 

At my dynamic art classes, students will 

make 2D and 3D artworks using a range 

of materials and become inspired by art 

history.  Afternoon lessons on Monday, 

Wednesday and Thursday and Saturday 

morning available in Term 2, 2017.  $140 

for 8 weeks. Suit ages 6-12. 

 

mailto:naama@reach4stars.com.au
http://www.reach4stars.com.au/
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Term 

Three 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 
1 

17
th
 July 
SDD 

18
th
 July 

 

Students resume 

Morning Muster 

 

19
th
 July 

 
 

20
th
 July 

 

Stage 2  

Opera House Peter 

and the Wolf 

21st July 
 
 

2 24
th
 July 

 

25
th
 July 26

th
 July 

 

ZOO themed Mufti 

and Disco 

 

27
th
 July 

 

Public Education 

Concert (rehearsal) 

28
th
 July 

 

Stage 1 Excursion 

Katoomba 

OPPS Fete 29
th

 of 

July   
3 31

st
 July 

P&C Meeting 9am 

Education Week 

WESTFIELDs Mt 

Druitt performance 

1
st
 August 

 

UNSW English 

competition 

Education Week 

2
nd

 August 

 

Public Education 

Open Day & Book Fair 

Education Week 

3
rd

 August 

 

Athletics Carnival 

Education Week 

 

4
th
 August 

 

Public Education 

Concert – Rooty Hill 

Education Week 

4 7
th
 August 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

8
th
 August 

 

Athletics Carnival 

back-up date 

 

 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

9
th
 August 

 

Kindergarten Virtual 

Reality incursion 

Spelling Bee  

school final 
PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

10
th
 August 

         

 

 

 

 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

11
th
 August 

 
 
 
 
 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 
5 14

th
 August 

 
 

 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

15
th
 August 

 

UNSW Mathematics 

competition 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

16
th
 August 

 

 
 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

17
th
 August 

 
 
 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

18
th
 August 

 

CLC Sport  

Round 1 

PARENT TEACHER 

INTERVIEWS 

6 21
st
 August 

 

NAPLAN ONLINE 

Trial 

22
nd

 August 
 

NAPLAN ONLINE 

Trial 

23
rd

 August 
 

NAPLAN ONLINE 

Trial 

24
th
 August 

 

NAPLAN ONLINE 

Trial 

25
th
 August 

NAPLAN ONLINE 

Trial  

CLC Sport  

Round 2 

7 
 
 
 
 

28
th
 August 

 

CLC Showcase 

(rehearsal) 

 

7.00PM P&C meeting 

29
th
 August 

 

Colyton Showcase 

6pm 

30
th
 August 

P&C Fathers Day stall 

Pre school only 

District Athletics 

Colyton Showcase 

6pm 

31
st
 August 

 

P&C Fathers Day 

Stall K-6 

1
st
 September 

 

CLC Sport  

Round 3 

8.00am Father’s 

Day Big Breakfast 

 

8 
 

4
th
 September 

 
 

5
th
 September 

 

6
th
 September 

Barangaroo excursion 

stage 2 

Festival of 

Instrumental music 

performance Opera 

House 

7
th
 September 

 
8

th
 September 

CLC Sport  

Round 4 

 

9 
 
 

 

11
th
 September 12

th
 September 13

th
 September 

 

Grandparents Day 

14
th
 September 

 
 

15
th
 September 

 

CLC Sport  

Round 5 
10 18

th
 September 

 

19
th
 September 

 

20
th
 September 

 
21

st
 September 

 

22
nd

 September 

SRC Mufti Day 

Jersey Day and 

Jellies 

Last day of Term 3 

Term Three Calendar Oxley Park Public School 2017 
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